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 Privacy is something which most of us want to preserve as much as possible.  There are 
many happenings, thoughts, and feelings which we don't wish to share with others for fear they 
will be misinterpreted or used against us. Granted, with our mobile devices constantly revealing 
our whereabouts, privacy is becoming much less achievable. Google knows where you are and 
what you’re watching; and will send you unwanted ads to prove it. In the changing climate of our 
society, one risks being cancelled if what is said or thought is considered objectionable. In our 
lives as God’s people, we will be called to balance fear of consequences with the privilege of 
speaking God’s truth.   
 
 Yes, privacy is important. We all have things we wish to be confidential. But privacy is 
not an absolute right.  And think of all the good we would miss if our privacy was always 
observed.  Think how empty life would be if we were totally secluded. There would be no 
birthday parties, no celebrations of important events, no sharing of significant discoveries and 
joys, no loving support received from parents and those who care deeply about us.  Missing some 
of those things over the past ten months has reminded us that an invasion of privacy is a great 
blessing.  
 
 Our gospel text for today gives us three examples of blessed invasion of privacy.  To 
begin with, Jesus, as He is gathering His disciples, invades Philip's privacy with the brief 
command, "Follow me."  There was no “excuse me, is this time convenient for you?” There was 
no emotional or psychological hype to prompt compliance.  Philip was not snapped up in a 
moment of high enthusiasm or in a mood of desperation.  He was simply called to active, life-
changing faith and obedience, just as we are today.  This faith and obedience is not based on our 
emotional state or our need for comfort, but on Jesus' saving work and His Word of promise. 
 
 Then Philip, in the joy of this wonderful invasion of privacy, goes and invades the 
privacy of Nathanael.  Because Jesus had found him and Philip had received Jesus in faith, he 
could tell his friend, "We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets 
wrote, Jesus of Nazareth."  Nathanael had his doubts whether the Messiah could come from a 
town looked down on with disdain.  So Philip issues the simple invitation, "Come and see."  
Come and see is still the best method of bringing others to Jesus. 
 
 The third invasion of privacy was the most significant. The all-knowing, all-seeing Jesus 
looked into Nathanael's personal life and analyzes his character, "Behold, an Israelite indeed, in 
whom there is no deceit."  Jesus knew that Nathanael would speak the truth about Him.  Jesus 
further invades Nathanael's privacy saying, "I saw you under the fig tree." And without satellite 
surveillance! Match that Google!  But what a blessed invasion!  It convinces Nathanael that this 
Jesus is the Son of God, the King of Israel. 
 
 Invasion of privacy is a fitting theme for this season of Epiphany.  Humankind was 
locked in an awful privacy of darkness and hopelessness--secluded and separated from God 
because of the offense of sin. But God didn't allow the world to remain in this private darkness.  



God invaded the privacy of a sinful earth and startled the world with a glorious birth, sending His 
Son as the Light of the World, to reveal the Father's forgiving and saving love. 
 
 Jesus promised Nathanael that He would see greater things than the report of him sitting 
under the fig tree. And certainly, Nathanael and the other disciples did see greater examples of 
heaven being opened.  They saw Jesus use the power that was His from above to heal the sick, to 
cast out demons, to calm the storms, to preach the good news of the kingdom, and to forgive 
people’s sins.  These works of Jesus were convincing proof that He was the Christ, the promised 
Messiah sent from God.  If people want to know what God in heaven is like, they may see it in 
Jesus who is God in the flesh.  In Jesus, all the power and glory of the Father in heaven is 
revealed. 
 
 We are all a part of God's invasion of privacy.  We too were trapped in the private 
darkness of sin.  Thank God that He did invade our hopeless privacy. Just as for Nathanael under 
the fig tree, for most of us that happened first when we were not even aware of it, at our baptism.  
God put His triune name on us, gave us a new nature and identity, and made us a member of His 
body of believers, the Christian church.  Being a Christian is not a private matter. When God the 
Holy Spirit puts faith into our heart and speaks the words of Christ, "Follow Me," we can't go 
into seclusion or keep our identity hidden. This is a relationship that’s meant to be celebrated, to 
be lived out publicly as He enables us and in ways that are timely.   
 
     Jesus saw Nathanael; and He see us; just as we are.  He knows our character, our 
whereabouts, and our actions.  That of course is a double message of law and gospel.  We can't 
pretend that our sins and shortcomings are a private secret, known only to us. God sees and 
knows. He sees the anger and frustration in our hearts. He sees the preoccupation with things that 
are temporary and forgetfulness of things eternal. He sees the doubt and disillusionment. He sees 
the lack of trust that the all-knowing, all-seeing God is in control and will shield and protect us.  
 
 He sees all sin. If the sin is the sexual immorality spoken of in our Epistle reading, God 
knows.  And since healing forgiveness for any sin comes only through repentance, sometimes 
privacy has to be invaded, sinful situations have to be lovingly confronted, law has to be spoken, 
in order to bring about repentance and the restoration of gospel hope.   
 
  The Father who sent His Son into this dark and broken world sees with compassion.  He 
sees those who struggle with addiction, with broken relationships, with the painful grief of loss. 
He sees and grieves with them. He sees those with financial concerns caused by the pandemic, 
those confined at home and in jail or prison, those struggling to find their way; all who are 
uncertain what the future might look like. He sees with compassion and calls them to Himself to 
find rest for their souls. The God whom Jesus revealed knows our needs and is always ready to 
provide us with help, healing, and forgiveness from His never-ending supply. Jesus calls sinners 
to change direction and follow Him; to hear and believe His words of gospel spoken through His 
servants.  
 
 By the grace of God, our privacy has been lovingly invaded and we have been called into 
a saving relationship with our Lord Jesus.  In our baptism, the words, "Follow Me," are spoken 
to us. Jesus wants to use us in extending the invitation, "Come and see," to others.  That's what 



God's Epiphany people do.  One found by Christ finds others.  Those who have seen the Light of 
the World share the light.   
 
 But still every one of us, myself included, is hesitant to invade others' privacy, even 
though we have the most wonderful information to share, even though we would be inviting 
people to a life-giving celebration of God's love. Why is that?  An excuse often offered is that we 
don't know what to say, that we don't know Scriptures well enough and we might be 
embarrassed.  Until that weakness is overcome, you can issue Philip's simple invitation--Come 
and see.  After all, people are more affected by a demonstration of caring than by a 
demonstration of knowledge.  
 
 Perhaps the main reason for our hesitance is that we are disobedient to Jesus' call: 
"Follow Me."  We don't want our cherished privacy disturbed.  That disobedience can be brought 
to the foot of the cross and forgiven and strength received to carry out our calling. 
 
 The message of forgiveness and eternal life which we have seen and heard compels us to 
overcome our hesitance.  A Mercedes Benz TV commercial I recall from years ago showed their 
car colliding with a concrete wall during a safety test.  Someone then asked the company 
spokesman why they did not enforce their patent on the Mercedes Benz' energy-absorbing car 
body, a design evidently copied by other companies because of its success. He replies matter-of-
factly, "Because some things in life are too important not to share."  How true.  That applies 
most powerfully to the gospel of salvation, which saves people from something far worse than 
physical injury. 
 
 Some things in life are too important not to share. They have eternal significance. But it’s 
so easy to be distracted by events whose significance is primarily temporal.   It’s so tempting to 
be concerned and passionate about which side won, whether the arena is political or sports.  But 
the greatest victory ever didn't take place in an election, or on a football field, or on a battlefield.  
It took place on a hill of execution nearly 2000 years ago as Jesus Christ single-handedly 
defeated the devil and all the forces of evil. The good news is that He has drafted us to be on His 
team and we recount and celebrate this victory every Sunday. We who are blessed to be seen and 
known by our compassionate God are privileged to share that good news with others who have 
not yet seen the Light of the World. 
 
 Whenever you have a natural opportunity, you can use the enabling power of Christ to 
say, "Come and see."  We bring people to Jesus by gracious invitation, not as the Gospel 
Gestapo, grabbing them and coercing them to come along.  Invasion of privacy may be 
uncomfortable, but far worse is a person never disturbed in their silent drift away from the Lord.   
 
 You and I have had our privacy invaded by the most wonderful message ever proclaimed.  
The Son of God came into the world to forgive sins and offer peace and hope to all people.  
Through the intervening power of His Spirit, we have received those awesome gifts.  Now it is 
our high privilege to enter the lives of others with the simple message, "Come and see."  It's an 
invasion of privacy that changes lives for eternity.   
 
 When we shift our focus from Covid pandemic and political controversy to the person of 
Christ we will see greater things. We will see Him bring souls into the kingdom of grace through 



the waters of Baptism. We will see that kingdom sustained as He walks with us through the dark 
times He knows we go through.  And finally, we will see heaven opened and the Son of Man 
returning in glory to bring His people to an eternal rest of uninterrupted joy. In that blessed place 
there will no remembrance of any earthly troubles. 
 

Praise God for that glorious future! Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


